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About the Exam 
The CISM, or Certified Information Security Manager Certification, is one of the most recognized 
credentials for information security managers and has been awarded to more than 27,000 
professionals to-date. 

Beyond passing the exam, a CISM Certification requires a minimum of five years of experience in 
information security, and a minimum of two years of experience as an information security 
manager. If you have a CISA or CISSP certification, or a post-graduate degree in information 
security or other related field, then you are eligible to substitute two years of work experience. 
Finally, you will be required to and agree and comply with the ISACA’s Code of Professional 
Ethics and the CISM Continuing Education Policy.  

The exam cost between $625 and $750. If you pay to register as a member with ISACA, you can 
receive a discount. ISACA offers a free self-assessment exam with 50 questions to test your 
readiness for the actual exam. You can register for the CISM exam on the ISACA website. The 
day of the test you must bring a photo ID and the admissions ticket provided after you register. 

The CISM exam is given twice per year in June and December. The test will take four hours and 
includes 200 total questions, giving you just over one minute per question. You are awarded 4 
points per each correctly answered question, and a minimum score of 450, or roughly 113 
correct questions, is required to pass the test.  

Once you pass the test and have the score in-hand, you can submit your CISM application to get 
your certification. This requires proof of five years of experience of work, with signed 
verification from your employers. 

There is only a 50-60% first time pass rate, so study the material repeatedly and take multiple 
assessment tests prior to taking the plunge.  


